A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Act 1

Narrator: There was a law in the city of Athens, which 

                  gave to its citizens the power of compelling 

                  their daughters to marry whomsoever they 

                  pleased. If a daughter refused to marry the 

                  man her father had chosen to be her 

                  husband, her father was empowered by this 

                  law to cause her to be put to death. As 

                  fathers do not desire the death of their own 

                  daughters, this law was seldom used.

                  There was one instance, however, of an old 

                  man, whose name was Egeus. He went to 

                  see Theseus (the reigning Duke of Athens) 

                  to complain that his daughter Hermia 

                  wouldn’t marry Demetrius. She loved a 

                  man named Lysander. She pleaded to the 

                  Theseus and her father, explaining that 

                  Demetrius had formerly professed love for 

                  her dear friend Helena and that Helena 

                  loved Demetrius. 

                  Theseus gave Hermia four days to 

                  reconsider. He was unable to change the 

                  law so she would be killed if she refused to

                  marry Demetrius.

                  When Hermia was dismissed, she ran to tell 

                  Lysander the news. He had an idea to run 

                  away to his Aunt’s house.

Lysander: I will meet you in the wood a few miles

                  without the city.  

Narrator: Hermia joyfully agreed and ran and told 

                  Helena her plan. Helena ran and told 

                  Demetrius the plan, betraying her friend’s 

                  secret. She would then chase after 

                  Demitrius!

Act 2

Narrator: The wood, in which Lysander and Hermia 

                  proposed to meet, was the favourite haunt 

                  of those little beings known by the name of 

                  fairies! Oberon the king, and Titania the 

                  queen were having a disagreement. The 

                  cause of this unhappy disagreement was 

                  Titania refusing to give Oberon a little 

                  changeling boy.

Oberon: Ill met by moonlight, proud Titania.
Titania:   What! Jealous Oberon, is it you?

  Fairies skip hence; I have forsworn    

  his company! 
Oberon: Tarry rash fairy! Am I not thy lord? 

  Why does Titania cross her Oberon? 

  Give me your changeling boy to be 

  my page.
Titania:   Set your heart at rest, your whole

                fairy kingdom buys not the boy of 

                me.
Oberon: Well, go your way, before the 

               morning dawns I will torment you 

               for this injury.

Narrator: Oberon then sent for Puck (sometimes 

                  known as Robin Goodfellow). He was a 

                  sprite that liked to play pranks in the 

                  neighbouring village, full of mischief and 

                  loyal to Oberon.

Oberon: Come hither Puck. Fetch me the flower which 

                maids call ‘Love of Idleness,’ the juice of that 

                little purple flower laid on the eyelids of 

                those who sleep will make them, when they 

                wake, dote on the first thing they see. Some 

                of the juice of that flower I will drop on the 

                eyelids of my Titania when she is asleep.
Narrator: Puck ran to seek the flower. While Oberon 

                  was waiting, he noticed Demetrius and 

                  Helena enter the woods. Demetrius was 

                  shouting at Helena, saying she shouldn’t 

                  have followed her and that he didn’t love 

                  her anymore. Helena continued to follow 

                  him, professing her undying love for him!

                  When Puck returned with the flower, 

                  Oberon thought of another plan.

Oberon: Take a part of this flower: there has 

                been a sweet Athenian lady here 

                who is love with a disdainful youth; 

                if you find him sleeping, drop some 

                of the love juice in his eyes, but 

                contrive to do it when she is near 

                him, that the first thing he sees 

                when he awakes may be this     

                despised lady. You will know the 

                man by the Athenian garments 

                which he wears.   

Narrator: Puck went off to find the Athenian man and 

                  Oberon went to find Titania. When the 

                  fairies had sung their queen to sleep, they 

                  left her, to perform the important services 

                 she had enjoined them. Oberon then softly 

                 drew near his Titania, and dropped some of 

                 the love juice on her eyelids.

Oberon: What thou seest when thou dost 

                wake, do it for thy true-love take.
Narrator: But what of Hermia who was to meet 

                  Lysander in that very wood? She met with 

                  Lysander and started on their journey but 

                  soon Hermia became weary so she lay 

                  down to sleep on a bank of soft moss. 

                  Lysander too lay down to sleep, at some 

                  little distance from his love. Here they were 

                  found by Puck, who, seeing a handsome 

                  man wearing Athenian clothes, and a pretty 

                  lady sleeping near him, concluded that this 

                  must be the Athenian maid and her 

                  disdainful lover. He proceeded to pour the 

                  juice into his eyes. But it so fell out that 

                  Helena came past that way, and instead of 

                  Hermia, was the first object Lysander 

                  beheld when he opened his eyes! Helena 

                  had been chasing Demetrius but he had 

                  been faster and feeling very forlorn, she had 

                  arrived at the place of  Lysander and 

                  Hermia.

Helena:    Ah, this is Lysander lying on the 

                  ground. Is he dead or asleep? Good 

                  sir, if you are alive, awake.
Lysander: Not Hermia, but Helena I love.
Helena:    Oh why was I born to be mocked 

                  and scorned by everyone? Is it not 

                  enough young man, that I can 

                  never get a sweet look or word 

                  from Demetrius, but you sir, must

                  pretend in this disdainful manner to 

                  court me? I thought Lysander, you 

                  were a lord of true gentleness.
Narrator:  She ran away, and Lysander followed her, 

                   quite forgetful of his own Hermia, who was 

                   still asleep.

Act 3

Narrator: That same night, six Athenian workmen 

                  went to the wood, to rehearse in secret a 

                  play for Duke Theseus’ wedding to 

                  Hippolyta. Bottom, Peter and Quince led 

                  their troupe into the woods to practice. By

                  chance, they decide to rehearse very close to 

                  where Titania was sleeping.

Quince:     Here’s a marvellous convenient place for    

                   our rehearsal. This green plot shall be our 

                   stage.
Bottom:     There are things in this comedy of Pyramus 

                   and Thisbe that will never please. First,

                    Pyramus must draw a sword to kill 

                    himself; which the ladies cannot abide.
Starveling: I believe we must leave the killing out, 

                    when all is done.
Narrator: As they talk about the play, Puck comes 

                  upon them. Out of fun he decides to change 

                  Bottom into an ass. When his friends looked 

                  up, they saw Bottom with the head of an 

                  ass.

Bottom: If I were fair, Thisbe, I were only thine.
Quince: O monstrous! O strange! We are haunted; 

               pray, masters, fly! Masters, help!
Bottom: Why do they run away?
Snout:    O Bottom, thou art changed! 

Bottom: What do you see? You see an ass-head of

               your own do you?
Narrator: His friends run away.

Titania: What angel wakes me from my flowery bed? I

               pray thee, gentle mortal, sing again.

               Peaseblossom, Cobweb, be kind and

               courteous to this gentleman.
Narrator: Meanwhile, in another part of the wood, 

                  Hermia awoke and she was sad finding 

                  herself alone. She wandered the woods 

                  searching for Lysander. In the meantime, 

                  Demetrius, not being able to find Hermia or 

                  his rival Lysander, fell asleep. Oberon saw 

                  him and realised that Puck had put the 

                  love-juice in the wrong eyes. He touched 

                  the eyelids of the sleeping Demetrius with 

                  the potion and the first person he saw was

                  Helena.

Demetrius: O Helena, goddess, nymph, perfect,

                     divine!
Helena:       O spite! O hell! I see you are all bent

                     To set against me for your merriment!
Narrator: Helena now thought that both Lysander 

                 and Demetrius were teasing her. She also 

                 thought Hermia was also in on the plot! 

                 Hermia found the three of them in the wood 

                as she was as surprised as Helena. She knew 

                not why Lysander and Demetrius, who both 

                loved her, now loved Helena.

Helena: Unkind Hermia, it is you have set Lysander

               on to vex me with mock praises.
Hermia: I am amazed at your passionate words. I

               scorn you not; it seems you scorn me.
Narrator: While Helena and Hermia were speaking 

                  these angry words to each other, Demetrius 

                  and Lysander left them to fight together in 

                  the wood for the love of Helena.

Oberon: You heard that Demetrius and Lysander are 

                gone to seek a convenient place to fight in. I

                command you to overhang the night with a

                thick fog, and lead these quarrelsome lovers

                so astray in the dark that they shall not be

                able to find each other.
Puck:      My fair Lord, this must be done quickly.
Act 4

Titania: Come, sit you down on this flowery bed, and 

               I will kiss your beautiful large ears.
Bottom: Scratch my head Peaseblossom!
Titania: Sweet love, what does thou desirest to eat?
Bottom: I could munch good dry oats. But I’d be 

              grateful if none of your good people

              disturbed me. I have an exposition of sleep

              come upon me.
Titania: Then sleep.
Narrator: Oberon and Puck enter to see Titania and

                  Bottom fast asleep.

Oberon: Seest thou this sweet sight? I will release the

               fairy queen.
Titania: (waking and rising to her feet) My Oberon!

               What visions I have seen! Methought I was

               enamoured of an ass.
Oberon: There lies your love.
Puck:      (to Bottom as he removes the ass’s head)

                Now, when thou wak’st, with thine own

                fool’s eyes peep.
Narrator: Oberon and his Titania were friends once 

                 again and she agreed to go with him, to see 

                 the end of their adventures. The fairy king 

                 and queen found the lovers and their fair 

                 ladies at no great distance from each other. 

                 Puck removed the charm from Lysander.

                 Hermia first awoke, and finding her lost 

                 Lysander asleep so near her, wondered what 

                 had happened that evening. Lysander 

                 awoke and fell back in love with his Hermia. 

                 Helena awoke and found Demetrius still in 

                 love with her. 

Act 5

Narrator: They returned to Athens and Demetrius 

                  explained to Egeus that he was now in love

                  with Helena, Egeus agreed that his 

                  daughter could now marry Lysander.

                  Bottom finds his friends and they are 

                  relieved to see he is no longer an ass. They 

                  tell him that they need to perform their play 

                  “Pyramus and Thisbe” that evening in front 

                  of the Duke.

                  The acting is poor but Egeus, Theseus, 

                  Hippolyta, Hermia, Lysander, Helena and 

                  Demetrius all enjoy the play that evening. 

                  Even Oberon and his Titania watched the 

                  play without the humans seeing them.

Puck: If we shadows have offended,

           Think but this, and all is mended:

           What you have but slumber’d here,

           While these visions did appear.

           And this weak and idle theme,

           No more yielding but a dream.
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